
 

Agenda Packet for 

July 25, 2023 

Regular Session 



    AGENDA 
    LAURENS COUNTY COUNCIL 

JULY 25, 2023 – 5:30 PM 
HILLCREST COMPLEX EAST- 105 BOLT DR. 

   

 

 

1. Call to Order 

2. Invocation – Vice Chairman Carroll 

3. Pledge of Allegiance 

4. Approval of Agenda – July 25, 2023 

5. Approval of Minutes – July 11, 2023- Regular Session 

6. Public Comment – (Required to sign in prior to meeting) 

7. Reports to Council 

8. Old Business: 

a. Council Submission – Approval of Appointments – County Boards, Commissions & Committees 

b. Second Reading, Ordinance #945: Project Zebra FILOT 

9. New Business:  

a. Approval- ATAX Allocations 

b. Approval- to pursue a non-binding Conservation Bank application for possible purchase of land 

10. Executive Session* 

a. Human Resources- Employment Matter- Assessor/Public Works 

11. County Council Comments 

12. Adjournment 

 

*The following statement is provided in compliance with the South Carolina Freedom of Information Act: Subsequent to 

Executive Session, County Council may take action on matters discussed in Executive Session upon return to open session. 

 



 

Minutes: 
July 11, 2023- Regular Session 

 



MINUTES 

LAURENS COUNTY COUNCIL 

JULY 11, 2023 – 5:30 PM 

LAURENS COUNTY VOTERS REGISTRATION / VETERAN AFFAIRS 

BUILDING – 105 BOLT DRIVE 

 

ATTENDING COUNTY COUNCIL MEMBERS:  Chairman W. Brown Patterson, Jr., Vice Chairman 

Jeffrey D. Carroll; Council Member M. Kemp Younts; Council Member Luke Rankin, Council Member 

Shirley Clark, Council Member Diane B. Anderson; and Council Member David Tribble, Jr. 

 

ATTENDING COUNTY ADMINISTRATIVE STAFF:  Thomas R. Higgs, II, Laurens County 

Administrator; Sandy Cruickshanks, County Attorney; and Melissa Ferqueron, Executive Assistant 

 

ATTENDING DEPARTMENT HEADS: Dale Satterfield, Director of Public Works; Tammi Hanks, IT 

Director; Andy Howard, Parks, Recreation, and Tourism Director 

 

ATTENDING PRESS:  

 

AGENDA ITEMS:  1) Call to Order; 2) Invocation; 3)  Pledge of Allegiance- Council Member Rankin; 

4)  Approval of Agenda – July 11, 2023; 5)  Approval of Minutes – June 27, 2023- Regular Session, 6) 

Public Comment; 7) Reports to Council; 8) Executive Session; 8a. Economic Development; 9) Old 

Business; 9a. Council Submission- Approval of Appointments- County Boards, Commissions, & 

Committees; 9b. Second Reading, Ordinance #944: Covey Property to LCDC; 9c. Council Meeting 

Schedule Discussion; 10) New Business; 10a. First Reading, Ordinance #945: Project Zebra FILOT; 11) 

County Council Comments; 12) Adjournment 

 

MEETING NOTIFICATION:  County Council members and applicable Department Heads, press, and 

general public were notified of the meeting in a timely manner, including postings of the Agenda on the 

County website. 

 

CALL TO ORDER: Chairman Patterson called the meeting to order at 5:30 PM. 

 

INVOCATION AND PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE: Chairman Patterson invited all to stand for the 

invocation and pledge, which was led by Council Member Anderson. 

 

APPROVAL OF AGENDA: Chairman Patterson amended the agenda to move item “C” under Old 

Business to item “B” under New Business. VICE CHAIRMAN CARROLL made a MOTION to approve 

the agenda with the amendment; it was SECONDED by COUNCIL MEMBER CLARK, vote 7-0.  

 

APPROVAL OF MINUTES:  COUNCIL MEMBER RANKIN made a MOTION to approve the 

minutes from May 25, 2023, Budget Workshop #3, and June 13, 2023- Regular Session; it was 

SECONDED by COUNCIL MEMBER CLARK, vote 7-0. 

 

REPORTS TO COUNCIL:  

Mr. Higgs communicated that David Satterfield, Laurens County Assessor had announced his resignation 

after 27 years of service.  His last day with Laurens County would be August 24, 2023. Mr. Higgs 

corresponded there would be time for the hiring process to fill his position. 

 

EXECUTIVE SESSION:  

COUNCIL MEMBER TRIBBLE made a MOTION to enter into executive session to discuss an 

economic development matter; it was SECONDED by VICE CHAIRMAN CARROLL, vote 7-0. 

Council entered into executive session at 5:34pm. 
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Council reconvened into regular session at 5:49pm where Chairman Patterson communicated no action 

was taken in executive session. 

 

OLD BUSINESS:  

a. Council Submission – Approval of Appointments – County Boards, Commissions, and 

Committees: COUNCIL MEMBER ANDERSON made a recommendation to appoint Ms. 

Deborah Moody to the Parks, Recreation, and Tourism Committee, vote 7-0. Chairman Patterson 

voiced that Mr. Higgs would be working to get a couple of the board, commissions, and 

committees to come to Council and present, soon. 

b. Second Reading, Ordinance #944: Convey Property to LCDC: Chairman Patterson conveyed 

the properties involved in the ordinance. COUNCIL MEMBER RANKIN made a MOTION to 

approve second reading of Ordinance #944; it was SECONDED by VICE CHAIRMAN 

CARROLL, vote 7-0. 

 

 

NEW BUSINESS: 

a. First Reading, Ordinance #945: Project Zebra FILOT: Mr. Coleman, from the LCDC, 

communicated this project would be the largest investment in the county’s history and expressed 

he was looking forward to bringing it to fruition. COUNCIL MEMBER ANDERSON made a 

MOTION to approve first reading of Ordinance #945; it was SECONDED by VICE 

CHAIRMAN CARROLL, vote 7-0. Chairman Patterson expressed gratitude towards Mr. 

Coleman and team for all they do for Laurens County.  

b. MOVED AGENDA ITEM: Council Meeting Schedule Discussion: Chairman Patterson 

communicated that Council currently meets on the second and fourth Tuesday of each month; 

however, there have been months where one meeting has been cancelled due to lack of agenda 

items.  That being said, Mr. Patterson advised there have been talks of discussing changing the 

meetings to once a month, continuing to state that with the phenomenal staff Laurens County has, 

they are able to execute things under Council’s directive. The recommendation for the purpose of 

discussion is to move the Council meetings to the second Monday of every month. Council 

Member Anderson expressed she didn’t have any opposition moving to one meeting a month.  

Chairman Patterson advised changing it to Monday would allow staff to get to regular work 

instead of waiting around to see what happens at the Council meeting. Vice Chairman Carroll 

communicated that he has had several citizens advise they could not make the Council meetings 

due to the 5:20pm time; he suggests a later start time of 6:00pm.  This would give people more 

time to prepare and attend the meeting.  Chairman Patterson recommended continuing with the 

second meeting of the month in July and beginning the second Monday of each month in August.  

 

Council Member Anderson conveyed she wanted to make sure the community is aware of the 

change and give them time to be aware of the change.  Mr. Cruickshanks advised that starting this 

in August could create issues with the publications of public hearing notices. Chairman Patterson 

inquired if they were to vote to change the meeting schedule tonight, would the publication be 

able to be changed to reflect; it was confirmed.  VICE CHAIRMAN CARROLL made a 

MOTION that Council begins one meeting a month beginning in August, being on the second 

Monday of each month, beginning at 6pm; it was SECONDED by COUNCIL MEMBER 

RANKIN, vote 7-0. 

 

   

COUNTY COUNCIL COMMENTS: 

Council Member Clark had no comment. 

 

Council Member Rankin had no comment. 
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Council Member Tribble had no comment. 

 

Council Member Younts had no comment.  

 

Council Member Anderson communicated while watching the news, she noticed all the positive things 

going on in Laurens County, like the trail. 

 

Vice Chairman Carroll had no comment. 

 

Chairman Patterson mentioned the SC7 group that comes yearly to Laurens County for one of their stops 

and expressed appreciation for that.  He continued by publicly thanking David Satterfield for serving as 

Laurens County Assessor for a long time. Mr. Patterson communicated he was looking forward to the 

consideration from the CTC Committee. Concluding his comments mentioning the July 4th celebration the 

city hosted, voicing that he would like to see the county be more involved with man hours and possible 

sponsorship. July 20 at 11:00, the Clinton Library will be breaking ground, he concluded.  

 

 

ADJOURNMENT:  COUNCIL MEMBER RANKIN made a MOTION to adjourn; it was SECONDED 

by VICE CHAIRMAN CARROLL, vote 7-0. The meeting was adjourned at approximately 6:03 PM. 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

 

 

Cheyenne G. Noffz, 

Clerk to Laurens County Council  

 



 

Old Business: 

Second Reading, 

Ordinance #945: 

Project Zebra FILOT 















 

New Business: 

Approval- ATAX 

Allocations 



  

 AGENDA ITEM – REQUEST SHEET – COUNTY COUNCIL 
            
              ALL REQUESTS should be submitted by 1:00 P.M. on the Wednesday prior to the       
             Tuesday meeting of Council.  All other requests not submitted by the deadline     
              will be retained and scheduled for the next meeting of Council. 

 

Agenda Item #:______________          
 
DEPARTMENT / AGENCY:___Laurens County PRT____________________ _ Date of Request:_7/19/23________ 

 

COUNCIL ACTION REQUESTED:__Council Approval is being sought ATAX Approval 

 
Short Description of Item for Consideration: ___I am requesting approval for the Atax expenditures as recommended by the ATAX 
Commission and PRT Commission 
 
 

 
More Detailed Description (if needed):_  
 
FINANCIAL AMOUNT REQUESTED___$77447.00 
 

SOURCE OF FUNDING:________ATAX Revenues__________ 

 
 
 

 

(PLEASE – attach subject matter document pages as necessary) 
 

 

 

Recommendations attached 



Organization Amount requested Recommended by ATAX Recommended by PRT Approved by Council 

Connect Lake Greenwood 4000 5000 5000  

Gourd Society 4000 5000 5000  

LC Chorale 3000 4000 4000  

LC Community Theatre 4000 5000 5000  

Laurens county Museum 4000 5000 5000  

LC REV War 250th comm 4000 5000 5000  

Main street Laurens 4000 5000 5000  

Musgrove Mill 4000 5000 5000  

PAIA 4000 5000 5000  

Presbyterian College 4000 5000 5000  

SC Jr Golf Foundation 4000 5000 5000  

Trails Association 4000 5000 5000  

Town of waterloo 4000 5000 5000  

Ware Shoals catfish feast 4000 5000 5000  

Remaining funds Rev war 250th comm 3447 3447  

   CROSS HILL      5000  

totals 55000 72447 77447  

     

 

We had a total of 72,447.00 to give out to applicants this year. The application agreed upon allotted for a 4000 

dollar max grant.  Since we did not receive as many grant requests as expected the Atax commission to 

increase each applicants ask by 1000 dollars.  We did have some new grant requests and we had some that did 

not apply that have in the past.  We also received more money than in the past as well.   

Cross Hill did not turn in an application this year but after speaking with Mrs Anita Moore. I found out that Mrs 

Ree Simpson Passed away and the Mayor is in NHC.  The town of Cross Hill typically applies for the coming 

home to cross hill festival.  I did not have this information to share with the ATAX committee but did share 

with PRT commission.  And the PRT commission would like for Council to find a way to Fund this festival 

without effecting the ATAX allocations as presented.   



 

New Business: 

Approval- to pursue a non-

binding Conservation Bank 

application for possible 

purchase of land 



  

 AGENDA ITEM – REQUEST SHEET – COUNTY COUNCIL 
            
              ALL REQUESTS should be submitted by 1:00 P.M. on the Wednesday prior to the       
             Tuesday meeting of Council.  All other requests not submitted by the deadline     
              will be retained and scheduled for the next meeting of Council. 

 

Agenda Item #:______________          
 
DEPARTMENT / AGENCY:___Laurens County PRT____________________ _ Date of Request:_7/19/23________ 

 

COUNCIL ACTION REQUESTED:__Council Approval is being sought for agreement to pursue non binding Conservation 
Bank application for possible purchase of acreage in Joanna for trails for Equestrian use. Authority for Mr. Higgs to 
execute needed application and support documents.  

 
Short Description of Item for Consideration: ___This agreement will result in the acquisition of 335 acres+/- of equestrian trails 
neighboring the sumter national forest which will tie in with more than 2000 acres of the Sumter national forest.  This will 
increase trails with the Laurens County trails Master plan making Laurens County a more diverse recreational destination.  The 
eventual goal will be to tie in with the Palmetto trail equestrian trails at Brickhouse campground and bring people into the town 
of Joanna.  Appraised value of the land is $1,025,000 cost to county would be $200,000 which comes to less than 600 dollars per 
acre Opportunities like this do not come up often.   
 

 
More Detailed Description (if needed):_  
 
FINANCIAL AMOUNT REQUESTED___$200,000 
 

SOURCE OF FUNDING:_________ _______________________________________________ 

 
 
 

 

(PLEASE – attach subject matter document pages as necessary) 
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