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Public Engagement 
 

A Comprehensive Plan is only as good as the quality of the public involvement utilized during its 

development. The County created a series of options for public participation and input throughout the 

Comprehensive Plan process to reflect the broadest cross section of community interests and concerns. 

To ensure that residents were provided opportunities to be involved in the planning process in a manner 

that fits their schedules and interests, meetings were scheduled for various times and citizens were invited 

to participate via email or hard-copy surveys.  

 

In February and March of 2023 there were ten (10) public input sessions to gather input and information.  

In the Summer of 2023, there was an internal County review of the completed draft of the Comprehensive 

Plan, and one (1) County Council meeting with public input leading up to the First and Second Readings 

on the Comprehensive Plan by City Council. 

 

In-Person Meetings 

The County and Comprehensive Plan consultant team organized and facilitated ten (10) public input 

sessions. Each session was in drop-in format to allow respondents to attend when available.  Input received 

was specific to Land Use maps as well as large boards that provided feedback for various elements from 

short term implementation projects to future development plans.  A summary of the input is provided 

below. 
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As we look to the next 10 years, where do you want the county to grow? 

▪ Common sense 

▪ Follow the infrastructure 

▪ After more planning has taken place – address roads, schools, sewer, water, etc. 

▪ Along industrial corridors 

▪ Not along agricultural corridors 

▪ Grow with larger lot single family residences 

▪ Communities and areas should have more voice in what is happening in their area 

▪ Zoning is not the answer 

 
What is a word or phrase that you want to describe Laurens county in 2033? 

▪ Large lot County 
▪ Controlled growth 
▪ Transparent 
▪ Open 
▪ Ready for industry 
▪ Uncrowded 
▪ Relaxed 

 
What are your biggest concerns for the future of Laurens county? 

▪ County is changing too fast 
▪ Not enough infrastructure to support 
▪ Zoning 
▪ Protection of wildlife and natural resources 
▪ Not enough public services (library, senior centers, etc.) 
▪ Protection of agricultural property 
▪ No access to healthy foods (eg. Grocery store in Western Laurens County) 
▪ We don’t want to end up like Greenville County 
▪ We don’t stay an agriculture community. 

 
What are your biggest transportation wants and needs for the future? 

▪ Fix the roads 
▪ Signals, turning lanes, and speed limits 
▪ Enforcement of speeding 
▪ Roads need shoulders 
▪ I-385 needs additional exits 
▪ Public safety can’t respond – lack of facilities and access roads 

 
**A complete list of comments has been provided to Laurens County Council.** 
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